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Mayor Morrissey Wishes Chicago The Best in Olympic Bid

ROCKFORD – Mayor Lawrence J. Morrissey would like to send to the City of Chicago his support and best wishes this Saturday when the much-anticipated decision is made as to which city will represent the US in the International bid for the 2016 Summer Olympics.  “Obviously, we would love to see Chicago selected to host the Olympics in 2016. The Rockford region would certainly benefit directly from an Olympic event being held in Chicago. 

The Rockford area boasts some of the most loyal sports enthusiasts in the world as well as outstanding sports amenities.  In fact, the City of Rockford was recognized by Sports Illustrated in 2003 as “Sportstown USA”, #1 in Illinois.  The region boasts outstanding transportation and hospitality resources with over 3,800 hotel rooms and a strong restaurant and entertainment industry to serve potential visitors.  

The Greater Chicago Area Regional Airport, located in the southeast quadrant of the City of Rockford, offers a convenient and economic means of commuting to the northern Illinois region.  It also has the capability to land any jet operated in the world today and has a US Arrival Gate for US Customs and Federal Inspections.  Planned infrastructure improvements such as a high-speed rail system to Chicago would offer additional convenience to regional visitors.    

The US Olympic Committee will chose whether Los Angeles or Chicago will be the US finalist for host city, but the International Olympic Committee (OIC) will not make its final decision until October of 2009.  Many international cities are expected to submit bids to compete against the US finalist.

“Rockford is ready and waiting”, says Cyndie Hall, Director of Tourism, Culture, and Special Events, “if Chicago is selected as the site for the 2016 Olympics, we have the heart and the commitment to make Rockford the perfect compliment to their event.”
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